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Shirley A. Cunningham

FEB 26, 1940 - MAY 13, 2017

S hirley Ann Cunningham was born in Calexico, California to Clyde Blake and
Bernice [Calbert-Blake] Corley on February 26th, 1940. Unfortunately, her
father passed way when Shirley was very young. Shirley grew up and attended school
in San Diego, California . She and Elbert Cunningham, Sr. were united in marriage,
and two beautiful children were born of their union: a daughter, Debora and a son,
Elbert, Jr.Shirley worked as a Nurse’s Aide for a short period of time. After receiving
her Bachelor’s in Business Administration in 1978 from National University in San
Diego, she was employed by the University of California San Diego in the Student
Affairs Office in their Early Outreach Program where she completed 35 years of
service. Shirley’s greatest passion was the responsibility for the development,
coordination and implementation of the Early Outreach Program which served
approximately 5,000 high school students annually with a buget of $196,000. Shirley
supervised a staff of 23 employees whom she recruited, andshe trained college
students as Counselor Aides. Shirley served and assisted many young people, setting
them on a path of success, She also strived to see her nieces and nephews succeed in
life.Shirley was a member of Bayview Baptist Church. She loved going to church,
gathering with her family during special times, and traveling with friends throughout
the years.On May 13th, 2017, Shirley was called from the labor of life to eternal rest.
Her parents and sister, Sheila Corley preceeded her in death. Shirley is survived by
her two children, Debora L. Garner and Elbert L. Cunningham, Jr., and her grandson,
Eric D. Mitchell; her siblings, Gloria Smith, Kathryn Nash, Artie Corley, Brenda Allen,
Rodney Corley (Nadine); her special “gentleman friend” Ray Sayer, and a host of
relatives and close friends who will all mourn her passing and celebrate her life. The
family is having a Viewing on Tuesday, May 23rd, 2017 from 5:00 PM to 07:00 PM at
Greenwood Mortuary located at 4300 Imperial Avenue in San Diego, California
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92113. Then there will be a Celebration of Life on Wednesday, May 24th, 2017 at
10:00 AM in Greenwood’s Garden Chapel, at the same address.
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Deidra Howard-Fransaw posted:

My heart cracked a bit when I received word that my God mother had passed on. We had not
spokenin years and this added to the pain. | have very vivid memories of growing up and
spending weekends with she and Debbie. Molding me into such a little lady. | recently turned 50
and | am still that lady, | attribute a lot of my love foryounger people to my Aunt Shirley. She loved
me and my brotherjust as she loved her own. Debbie and Elbert, my heart goes out to you both
and know that | am praying continuously for your strength. She will surely be missed and | hate
that I did not make it back out to San Diego to spend more time with her. My mom, Dena Mae
Williams and | send out love from NJ.

May 27 at 1:14 PM

@ Leticia Rivera September 18 at 12:20 AM
Elbert : Im heartfelt condolences for yourloss and miss so much, you been a wonderful
friend, one kiss and love foryou Elbert.
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Shirley by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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